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Old Stone Walls as an Ecological Habitat for Urban Trees in Hong Kong

C.Y. Jim, Heritage Hong Kong
Urban growth in Hong Kong is constrained by rugged topography, and hillsides have been extensively cut into
terraces to accommodate densely-packed roads and buildings. Stone retaining walls were built between platforms
to maximize useable area and to provide geotechnical stability. Many representative retaining walls are found on
the northern part of the Hong Kong Island, surviving over 100 years, and colonized spontaneously by a diversified
humid-tropical flora from small herbs to large trees.
Stone walls were built to stabilize a vertical engineered surface. Subsequent plant colonization is result of the
interactions between nature and culture. The co-existence unfortunately has been recently upset by safety concern,

widespread redevelopment, and overzealous wall maintenance. Much destruction has been proceeding with little

regard to the walls’ and trees’ ecological and landscape values.
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